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May 2, 2001

TheHonorableJ.DennisHastert
Speakerof theHouse
U.S.HouseofRepresentatives
Washington,D.C. 20515

TheHonorableC.W. Bill Young
Chairman,Committeeon Appropriations
U.S.HouseofRepresentatives
Washington,D.C. 20515

TheHonorable Ralph Regula
Chairman,SubcommitteeonLabor,

Health andHumanServices,and Education
Washington,D.C. 20515

DearSpeakerHastert,ChainnanYoung,andChairmanRegula:

TheGovernmentReformCommitteehasan ongoingoversight investigation looking at the
dramaticrisein autism rates. Autism andAutism SpectrumDisorder aredevastating.Autismis
not simply a learning disability or developmentaldelay. Autism is a medical condition — a
neuro-biologicaldisorderandis characterizedby patternsofdelayanddeviancein the
developmentofsocial,communicative,andcognitive skills. Thereappearsto betwo patterns in
autism— classicalautism that is recognizedfrom birth, andacquiredor late-onsetautism,which
appearslatein thesecondyear of life andmayin partberelatedto environmentalfactorssuchas
mercury,food allergies,andvaccineinjury. About eighty percentofchildren with acquired
autism also suffer chronic bowel conditions.

Autismwasonceconsidereda rare diseaseaffecting only 1 in 1 0,000children. It is now
reaching epidemic levels. Currentconservativeestimatesplacetherateat 1 in 500. However,
ratesaredramaticallyhigherin someareas.For instance in Brink Township, New Jersey,the
rates are 1 in 1 50 children. In the stateof Indiana, the rate is I in 400
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children. In Oregonit is estimatedthat 1 in 200 childrenareaffectedwith autism. In thestateof
California,everythreehoursanewchild is diagnosedwith autism. While autism showsno
racialor socio-economicpreference,boysarefour timesmore likely to beaffectedwith autism
thangirls.

We arebothproudmembersoftheHouseAutism CaucusandarepleasedthattheCaucusis
supportingan increasein fundingof$20 million in 2002for NIH’s autismresearchbudget. This
is animportantfirst stepin significantly increasingthespendingperaffectedchild (400,000)
from thecurrent$ 140perchild NIH expenditure,and is thefirst installmenton athreeyear
effort to doubleNIH autismresearch.For comparisonpurposes,thefederalgovernmentspends
between$7,000and$3,1 00 on researchandpreventionperperson(between400,000to 900,000)
infectedwith AIDS/HIV. Neitherof uswantto discountthe importanceofAIDS research;
however,this funding disparityneedsto beaddressedin light oftheseriousnessofthis emerging
epidemic.Weboth endorseanevenlargerincreasein autismresearchfundingin orderto move
it to apositionwhereit hasthestrategicpriority that it deserves.Thehealthandwell beingof
ouryouthandfuturegenerationsdependon it.

We areaskingfor yourleadershipin assuringthe inclusionofreportlanguagefurtherdirecting
theNIH andCDC in this area,consistentwith lastyear’s languageandtheresearch
recommendationsoftheInstituteofMedicinereviewcommittee. Proposedlanguageis enclosed
asExhibit One.

We appreciateyourconsiderationofthisrequest.Theproblemof theincreasedratesofAutism
in Americais going to growdramatically. TheStateofCalifornia in the first threemonthsof
thisyearadded700Autistic childrento its rolls. Becauseoftheseverityofthisdisorder,it is
estimatedthatit will costabout$2 million to carefor eachofthesechildrenovertheir lifetime.
Thus,in Californiaalone,in just the last3 months,ournationhasincurreda liability ofover
$1.2 billion. This level ofliability is beingaddedeverythreemonthsandis growing. Wehave
no reasonto suspectthatCaliforniaratesareunique. This dramaticrisein autismratesis a
nationalepidemic.

We wouldappreciatetheopportunityto discussthiswith eachofyoupersonally.Also, Stuart
Burns(53671)andBethClay (55074)ofourstaffsareavailableto discussthiswith yourstaff
further.

Sincerely,

DanBurton aveWeldon,M.D.
Chairman Memberof Congress
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ProposedAppropriations ReportLanguageon Autism

Exhibit One

Autism — The Committeeispleasedwith the expansionthathasoccurredin autismresearchand
with theactivitiesoftheNlHAutism CoordinatingCommittee.TheCommitteeremains
concernedaboutreportsofapossibleassociationbetweenthemeaslescomponentoftheMMR
vaccineandasubsetofautismtermedautisticenterocolitis.TheCommitteecontinuesits interest
in this issueandurgestheNIH CoordinatingCommitteeto continueits commitmenttogive
seriousattentionto theserepofls. WearepleasedthattheAutism CoordinatingCommitteehas
begunthisresearck Weencouragethecommitteetocontinuethis researchandto specifically
attemptto replicatethemolecularevidenceofpersistentmeaslesvirus infection in childrenwith
autisticentercolitis. Thisresearchshouldbepursuedin awaythatdoesnotcauseundueharm to
theNation~ceffortstoprotectchildrenagainstvaccine-preventablediseases.

ThecommitteealsodirectstheNlHtopursue,in coordinationwith theCDCwhereappropriate,
therecommendedresearchinitiatives outlinedin theInstituteofMedicine~cImmunization
ReviewCommitteerepoflissuedApril23, 2001. Thatreportcalisfor thefollowingresearch:

. Useacceptedcasedefinitions andassessmentprotocolsforAutismSpectrumDisorder(AID)
to enhancetheprecisionandcomparabilityofresultsfromsurveillance,epidemiological
studies,andbiologic investigationi

. ExplorewhetherexposuretoMMR vaccineisariskfactorforAID in asmallnumberof
children

. DeveloptargetedInvestigationofwhetheror notmeaslesvaccine-strainvinaIspresentin
theintestinesofsomechildrenwithAID. Thisresearchshouldinvolveusingthemost
preciselaboratoryinstrumentsavailable.

.. Encourageall with submitreportsto the VaccineAdverseEventReportingSystemtoprovide
asmuchdetailandasmuchdocumentationaspossiblewhenanydiagnosisofASDis thought
to berelatedtoMMR vaccine.

. Studythepossibleeffectsofdifferent immunizationexposuresforexample,studyingchildren
whosefamiieshavechosento havethemnotreceivetheMW vaccine.

. Conductfurtherclinical andepidemiologicstudiesofsqfficientrigor to identifyriskfactors
andbiologicalmarkersofASDIn orderto betterunderstandgeneticor environmental
causes

The CommWeealsonotesthattheIOM ImmunizationReviewCommWeewill beissuingareport
on mercuryexposuresin childhoodvaccinesThe CommitteeurgestheNIHandCDCtopursue
anyresearchrecommendationstheIOM panelmayissuein regardto thisresearck


